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From woeful to ‘whoal’

Lafayette, La., middle school converts to STEM focus

LAFAYETTE, La. - The second part of our new academy is our curriculum: STEM.
Amid fears their middle school  |That stands for Science Technology Engineering and Math.
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If this sounds exciting to you, come to our informational meeting,
Moss Middle School in Lafayette’ July 8 at NP Moss Middle School on Teurlings Drive.
Come at 5:30 p.m. to register to win one of three iPod Nanos.

Louisiana, appealed for a change. The meeting starts at 6 p.m.
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summer into the STEM Academy at N.P. Moss Middle School. The school also is applying to
become an International Baccalaureate candidate school. Even more impressive than the new name,
extensive curriculum changes were implemented to transform the previously lowly regarded school
into one of the most attractive magnet schools in the district.

The STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) portion of the academy is
delivered in six Pitsco Education programs focused on science, pre-algebra, and technology.

“With the STEM focus, what we’re hoping to do is have students developing competitively
and for a global economy,” said Principal Ken Douet. “Once they get an idea of what exists in the
world or work, then from the middle school they go to high school where we have additional
academies. We prepare the middle school students with a complete variety of technologies and
basic curriculum, and then they select their five-year plan.”

In Louisiana, students need to begin thinking about a career pathway in the eighth grade so

they can get on the correct track during high school. Pitsco curriculum incorporates career
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exploration and real-world material and equipment in its Modules. “Pitsco has those career clusters,
and for us here in Louisiana, the career clusters drive the five-year plan,” Douet said.

In addition to emphasizing careers, the STEM focus is centered on hands-on, exploratory
learning in topics such as biotechnology, astronomy, animation, robots, and space.

“It’s a terrific hands-on way to learn and really internalize everything we’ve been trying to
do,” Douet said. “This way, the students are actually using it, developing it, learning the
vocabulary.”

The new Thibodeaux Technical High School in the Lafayette school district also features
Algebra and Physical Science labs from Pitsco Education.
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Pitsco Education Curriculum is the leading provider of age-appropriate, student-centered K-12 learning solutions.
Our standards-based K-12 curriculum promotes student success through positive and challenging learning
experiences. Our curriculum combines relevant hands-on activities and a team-based, student-directed learning
environment to deliver core courses and career skills in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM).



